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The Pueblo of Laguna in New Mexico maintains a tribal scholarship program to assist 
students in their pursuit of higher education. This research was initiated to assess from the 
graduates’ perspective how effectively the tribe utilizes its subsidized academic capital. The 
purpose of the study was to identify obstacles, incentives, distractions, or alternative 
opportunities that Laguna college graduates encountered on their academic paths that 
influenced their perceptions about working for the tribe. The significance of the research 
was that several challenges were identified that if addressed, could profoundly benefit the 
tribe by increasing the retention of tribal graduates for the professional roles for which they 
were academically trained. 

A mixed methods research design was employed to examine why graduates educated with 
considerable assistance from their tribe were not working for their tribe in the capacity for 
which they earned degrees. Within this study, both quantitative and qualitative approaches 
were used to gather, report, and interpret the data. The combined use of a survey as the 
quantitative method and interviews as the qualitative method provided a balanced view of 
the perceptions of the Laguna graduates. 

The analysis of quantitative and qualitative data together indicated that significant rifts 
existed between the arenas of tribal professional employment opportunities, college level 
academic attainment, and the existing secondary school system. On the other hand, notions 
of tribal student loyalty and an intense desire to contribute to community were confirmed. 
Based on the findings, it was recommended that several critical decisions regarding the 
future of the Pueblo’s higher education priorities be made. Further, it was recommended 
that the tribe increase their efforts to capitalize on the intrinsic community connectedness 
demonstrated by the Laguna graduates. 


